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Villa Rica Historic Resources Survey, Phase Il

Project Goals

In August 2010, the Villa Rica Historical Commission engaged the Center for Public History at
the University of West Georgia to complete Phase Il of a historic resources survey in the City of
Villa Rica. The purpose of Phase Il was to identify historigcstires within the city limits

(excluding those in Phase 1) that are potentially eligible for listing on the National Register of
Historic Places (NHRP) or as a locally designated historic district.

Project Team

The project team included Dr. Ann McCleaBjrector of the Center for Public History, and

Shanda Davidson, a graduate student pursuing her M.A. in Public History at the University of
West Georgia. McCleary has extensive training and experience with historic preservation and
architectural historyrad is on the National Register Review Board for the state of Georgia.
Davidson was part of the survey team that completed Phase | of the historic resources survey for
the City of Villa Rica and is currently completing her thesis on Villa Rica in the 1920s.

Dr. Keith Scott Hebert, Keri Adams, and Wayne McCleary assisted with final editing and
recommendations.

Survey Methods

The team had already completed historical research on Villa Rica and its architecture. The
surveyors prepared the Phase | report for Villa Rica and reviewed a wealth of information on the
city and its history, including the Sanborn Maps and other histoecards. In addition, the

team was familiar with the building styles and their time periods from the previous survey. All of
this research informed this Phase Il study.

The surveyors conducted a field survey of all areas withi€itlyeof Villa Rica, excluding the
neighborhoods surveyed for Phase |. The team photographed eachwfdhgs assessed the
dates and architectural significance, and compiled their notes from the field.

Davidson compared all of the information collected in the fielddbdkailable in the tax
records. She also used the tax records to assess any substantial changes or alterations to the
buildings.

This survey identified all buildings that currently meet the fifty year age requirement (1961 or
earlier) as well as propees that will become eligible in the future. To determine the dates of the
buildings the project team conducted a field survey of the buildings and then utilized the dates
included in the tax records. Tax record dates are included in this report, leusufrtteyors did

not believe these dates were accurate based on the architectural evidence, the discrepancy is
noted in this report. Tax records and Sanborn Maps were not availaiml@daingslocated in
Douglas County, so the dates provided are basedcbitextural evidence.

Davidson compiled the final inventory utilizing field notes and tax recairdsving upon her
historical knowledge of the City and its neighborhoods. rEsentphotographs are included in
this report. Occasionally, the report wés tax record photographs, and if so, this distinction is
noted.



Eachbuildingwas assigned a rank based on the condition of each structure: high, medium, and

l ow. A st r uct wmkinghaswetainedtegrityiwith itg Historic fabric and mostf

these structures are in excellent condition.
condition, but they have retained many of their original historic characterBtitdingsgiven a

Amedi umo ranking have halfbrmamtheir historia characteristico t h e
have been compromised, lmyterall the structure retains a fairly high level of integrity. Those
structures given a Al owodo ranking have been al
any of their hisbric fabric, their integrity is low, and their condition mayseh that they are in

danger of demolition.

In completing the report, Davidson divided the survey information into areas. For example,
included in the report is the Dallas Highway Area, whichudes streets that are located just off
Dallas Highway and thElighway itself. Some streets, such as Old Stone Road, are listed
individually. An introduction to each areaireluded in the final report.

Historic Register Eligibility

Villa Rica has the potential ®stablishseveral historic districts throughout the city. However,
have more historic value @t a national or state levethile others are more important to the
community on a local level. The team us¢ational Registefor Historic Placegriteria and
architectural and historical tiato determine the eligibilitgf structures on a local, state, or
national level

National Register Eligibility

To determine National Register eligibility, the team used the criteria $etdpthe National
Park Service in regards to the NatibRagister for Historic Places. A property must meet one
of these criteria, but it may also qualify under more than on criteria.

The National Register for Historic Places uses these criteria

Criteria for Evaluation

AThe quality of significance in American hist
culture is present in districts, sites, buildings, structures, and objects that possess integrity of
location, design, setting, materials, wokmship, feeling, and association, and:

A. That are associated with events that have made a significant contribution toatigatterns
of our history;or

B. That are associated with the lives of significant persons in our past; or

C. That embody the slinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, or
that represent the work of a master, or that possess high artistic values, or that represent a
significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinatio

D. That have yielded or may be I|ikely to yiel
Criteria Considerations

AOrdinarily cemeteries, birthplaces, graves of historical figures, properties owned by religious
institutions or used fareligious purposes, structures that have been moved from their original



locations, reconstructed historic buildings, properties primarily commemorative in nature, and
properties that have achieved significance within the past 50 years shall not be ednsider
eligible for the National Register. However, such propeviidiqualify if they are integral parts

of districts that do meet the criteria or if they fall within the following categories:

a. A religious property deriving primary significance from atebtural or artistic distinction or
historical importance; or

b. A building or structure removed from its original location but which is primarily significant
for architectural value, or which is the surviving structure most importantly associated with a
historic person or event; or

c. A birthplace or grave of a historical figure of outstanding importance if there is no appropriate
site or building associated with his or her productive life; or

d. A cemetery that derives its primary importance from grav@eisons of transcendent
importance, from age, from distinctive design features, or from association with historic events;
or

e. A reconstructed building when accurately executed in a suitable environment and presented in
a dignified manner as part of @storation master plan, and when no other building or structure
with the same association has survived; or

f. A property primarily commemorative in intent if design, age, tradition, or symbolic value has
invested it with its own exceptional significance; o

g. A property achieving significance within the past 50 years if it is of exceptional impodance.

http://www.nps.gov/nr/publications/bulletins/nrb15/

Local Historic Districts

Areas of Villa Rica which may not qualify for the National RegisteHistoric Places (NRHP)

can be designated by the City or Historic Commission as Local Historic Districts. The City

and/ or Commi ssion can det er miistoey arel impataneedod s el i
the past development of the communitize City has already established Local Historic Districts

based on the Phase | Survey completed by the Center for Public History in 2010.

Potential Historic Districts
Potential NationalRegister of Historic Places Properties Districts

Thomas Dorsey Drive

Based onnformation gathered during the surydlye teantoncluded that a portion of Thomas
Dorsey Drive, from Wgon Street to Montgomery Streahd including Hill Street, may be

eligible for the NRHP as a districlThe dates of this area are 191261, with some modern

infill. Historically, this was the African American neighborhood in Villa Rica, and this portion
appeas on all the available Sanborralgs (1923, 1933, and 1944).té&f integration, many
historically black neighborhoods deteriorated and disbanded as African Americans moved into
areas that had once been exclusively white. The identified portion of Thomas Dorsey Drive still
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http://www.nps.gov/nr/publications/bulletins/nrb15/

serves a predominately African American comrtyas it has for over 100 years, and for this
reason it may be eligible for historic district status. Although all but one of the residential
structures on Hill Street is gone, this portion of Thomas Dorsey retains much of its historic
fabric. The anchorsf this communityMt. Prospect Baptist ChurcBethsaida Baptist Church,
and Pleasant Hill United Methodist Churelne still located on this street. Glanrtmdsman
Elementary Schoobuilt in the 1950s in an attempt to prevent integraismnamed fotwo
African American edaators from the community.t®er community buildings, such as the
Masonic Lodge, are stiixtant. Bethsaida Baptist Churcler@eteryis located adjacent to
Bethsaida Baptist Churcfihis cemetery is in deteriorating condition, dndre are some graves
whose markers have been overgrown.

More thorough research and a complete survey of the buildlirigs areavould need to be
completed to fully determine eligibilitthat would possibly connect Thomas Dorsey of his

family to a paticular home or another buildinhisresearcvoul d need t A0 prove
and@o fnof t hlbe bbuRddres of this historic district may also grow or shrink with more
researchCurrently, the following structures could be eligible as part of the district: 211 Thomas
Dorsey Drive, 1956; 207 Thomas Dorsey Drive, 1955; 204 Thomas Dorsey Drive, 1960; 202
Thomas Dorsey Drive, 1912; 210 Thomas Dorsey Drive, 1956; Pleasant Hill Bzptisth; Mt.
Prospect Baptist Church; Bethsaida Baptist Church and Cemetery; Ghintisman

Elementary School; and the Masonic Lodgerther researcls neecdto qualify buildings for

the NRHPc r i t G®oricoald be eligible for a locally designateidtoric place of importance

or district.

AOl d Distich 0

There are a few houses | ocated in the A0l d To
National RegisterWe propose that the City establish a historic district in this arbasestyles

of vernacular houses are quickly disappearing from the landscape, and the ones that remain in
Villa Rica are in relatively good condition, although a few are abandoned. Not only are these
buildingsexcellent examples of the type of houses earlylesss of Villa Rica were

constructing but they offer clues as to the development of the area before the town moved closer
to the railroad tracks. The houses that are potentially eligible for the National Register are: 822
Dallas Highway, 1862; 885 Dall&tighway, 1882; 0 Paulding Street/Old Town Road, 1887; 637
Old Town Road, 1825; 718 Old Town Road, 1862; and 234 Herrell Road, 1897. These houses
were chosen because they were built before 1900, which was during thidtthere was still

anfi o | d 0 e a Willa Ritan During the Phase Il Survey, the team only surveyed wasit

visible from the street. @ditional fieldwork, research, andh@ore extensiveurvey of the

buildings isneecdto completeandfully determineNRHP dstrict eligibility and to stablish the
boundaries of this district

Old Town Cemetery and New Hope Primitive Baptist Church Cemetery

There were two cemeteries identified in the survey that are potentially eligiladNidRP

listing. New Hope Primitive Baptist Church Cemetery, located off Liberty Road, was established
in 1841 and is in excellent condition. Old Town Cemetery, located on the corner of Dallas
Highway and Punkintown Road, is in the area where the original resiofevitlla Rica lived

before the railroad was constructed in the 1880s. Those buried in this cemetery contributed to the
growth and development of early Villa Ricghis cemetery is in very poor condition, and with

the overgrowth of trees and bushes, difficult to tell what the exact borders of the cemetery
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are.This cemetery could potentially be in danger of displacement if commercial developments in
the area begito interfere with the propertyteps need to be taken to ensure that both of these
ceneteries are protected from future commercial developarahhistorically preserveéurther

survey work, including archeological surveying, should be completed to determine eligibility.
Restorative work to the headstones and markers in Old Town Cemateig be completed as

soon as possible to preserve thisUduallgt oric re
cemeteries easily cOCamldy pwis.tsth boNRHR Gcr i teri a 0n
Public Housing

The public housing located on Old Stone Road and DHlilglsway, built in 1960 (according to

the tax records)ould also be eligible for the Nationakfister. The structures appear to be in
good condition and are still used as public housing. They were built during the time when many
cities both large and sl were constructing housing to help deal with overcrowding and to
provide affordable housing for lower economic graupsull architectural survey of the

structures and additional research would need to be completed to determine eligidéity

NRHP citeriaii A 0

Potential Local Historic District
Villa Rica HighNeighborhood

The neighborhood surrounding Villa Rica High School, which includes Clearview Street,

Meadowlark Drive, Midway Street, Wall Street, and two properties on Rocky Branch Road,

could ke designated as a local historic district, and it may have the potential to be listed on the
Georgia Register of Historic Placdhe development of this area of primarily ranch houses

occurredn conjunction with the new high school (1965Thiswasparo f t he fAwhi t e f | |
movement of the 1950s and 196@ken white families were moving out aities andhe

downtown neighborhoodsnd i nt o the suburbs. I n Villa Ricez:
theolder downtown residential areasd further ouBankhead HighwayBecause the majority

of these structures will not be eligible for anotbee to teryears, the team took photographs of

entire streets and did not do individual survéysnore complete survey would need to be

completed to determine tligstrictts boundaries.

Summary

Most of the properties identified in the survey are residential, but there are a few commercial
buildings. The residential properties identified in the suremgedrom mid-nineteenth century
farmhouses to midwentieth @ntury ench houses. The survey expod®mseneighborhoodshat
wereprimarily rural farming areas forty to fifty years ago but have been encroached upon with
residential and commercial developments. For example, there are historic farm structures and
land along Bankhead Highway that are in danger of being developed, and the buildings
themselves are no longer used or inhabited.

An unfortunate number of commercial developments are empty within the survey area.
Commercial developments consist mostly ofpranufactured metal buildings, although there
area few that, based on architectural evidence, were most likely built in the 1950s or 1960s.
Bankhead Highway has become more commercial than residential, although there are a few
structures that are still ed as residences. Dallas Highway is another example of how modern



commercial development has endangered several historic residential structures, not to mention
what has already been lost.

While a number of historic buildings and two cemetevese identifed as potentially eligible,

many morebuildingswill meet age eligibility within the nextfteenyears. Most of these

structures are located within neighborhoods that were developeel éatly tanid-1960sand

into the 1970s. The styled these houseare primarily anch houses, which were common
throughout Georgia and the nation during this time. Residential areas that developed in the mid
to-late 1980s and early 1990s will not be old enough for eligibility for another twenty to thirty
years. Howevelthese areas should be considered in regards to future commercial and residential
developments because poor planning can compromise their historic integrity.

Villa Rica maintains a varied and rich architectural landscape. Comprehensive and enforced
designreview guidelinesthe establishment of national and local historic districts sanid

commer ci al pl anning and devel opment wandl ma i
historicalheritagefor future generations
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Survey ExecutiveSummary

The following is a breakdown of the common plan types in each area that was identified in this
survey.

Thomas Dorsey Area

This area has several community buildings, including three churches, a school, Masonic Temple,
and a couple of stores. The main perad development of this area was from c. 1912 through

the 1960s, with new residential developments in the years since. Although the architecture varies
throughout this area, the primary plan types arecRa8mall House, and Bungalow.

Old Stone Road
Devdoped in the 1950s, the dominant plan type onriesl is the Ranch house.

Villa Rica High School Area

Developed in the 1960s, the dominant plan typthis area is the Ranch house.

East Wilson Street and South Wilson Street

Two of the older streets iheé survey, the dominant plan type on these tsti@e the Central
Hallway.

Dallas Highway Area

This area is a mixture of eastg-mid twentieth century houses. The dominant plan types in this
area are the Rah, Small House, and Bungalow.

As Villa Ricagrew away from the downtown and new roads were developed to meet the need of
the growing number of cars through the twentieth century, the architecture changed. Many of the
house types identified in Phase | were built from the late nineteenth to the enitktiv century,

and the architecture reflected that time period with New South Cottages, Queen Anne houses,
Bungalows, Small Houses, and Ranch houses. After World War 11, the most popular houses built
throughout Villa Rica were the Ranch house, followgdhe Small House and the Bungalow.

This was part of a trend throughout Georgia and the nation, as the Queen Anne houses and
Bungalows were traded in for the modern Ranch. The continued existence of these structures
reflects the history of the growth andwlopment of Villa Rica from a small railroad town to a
modern postindustrial city.

The Thomas Dorsey Drive Historic Area

This residential area of town, named for the main thoroughfare through the neighborhood, has a
rich history, particularly because tfe churches on this street. The Sanborn maps for 1923,

1933, and 1944 show this road was known as the Atlaateollton Road. Mount Prospect

Baptist Churchwhose congregation dates back to the 188GHill located on this street,

although the builadig where the congregation meets is only a few years old. This is the church

t hat Dr. Thomas Dorsey, ,4& het tjeriomitaliykasayouth bl ac k



when hisfather preached there. Pleasant Hill United Methodist Church is also locetied o

street, as well as Bethsaida Baptist Church. All three of these churches appear dieshe ear

available Sanborn mag423. Located betweeRleasant Hill United Methodis€Zhurch and Mt.
ProspetBaptist Church was the public colored school, whiels torn down in the late 1930s

when a new school was built across the railroad tracks on Cleghorn Street. Glandtsman
Elementary School was builtintheid9 50s during the fAseparate bu
was an effort to prevent the integratiminpublic schools. The school was integrated in the mid

1960s and still serves the community toddyl. Street, which was named Railroad Streetall

three Sanborn Maps, was the primeggidential street. Because of its close proximity to the

African American churches andlwol, this street washerea f ew of Vi Il |l a Ri ca?o:
residentdived. There is only one house that remains on this street. The current residential area
consists of Thomas Dorsey Drive, Atlanta Street, Harper Street, Par&et, Sixth Street, and a

portionof East Wilson Street and Spring Street. Most of the houses on Atlanta, Harper, and East
Wilson were built from the early 1960s througle fate 1970s, with a fethatdatefrom the

1980s through the 2000¢lost of the housesroThomas DorseRrive range from the earito-

mid twentieth century with a few dating from the 1970s through the 2000s. The architecture in

this area varies from gable front Bungalows to transitiomacR houses. There is one Queen

Anne house that was Hiuin 1887.



Thomas Dorsey Drive

East Wilson Street (faces Thomas Dorsey Drive)
. 1950 (per tax records)
Style/Plan Type: None/Pyramidal

Integrity: High, but neglected

Villa Rica Lodge

0 Thomas Dorsey Drive

c. 1950 (per tax records)

Style/Plan TypeNone/Meeting House
Integrity: Hig
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0 Thomas Dorsey Drive

*there is no record of this structure on the tax records
c. 1950s1970s

Style/Plan Type: None/Bungalow

Integrity: High

Pleasant Hill United Methodist Church
119 Thomas Dorsey Drive

c. 1950, P05 (addition) (per tax records)
Style/Plan Type: Front Gable with Tower

Integrity: Medium (because of addition, alterations)
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129 Thomas Dorsey Drive
c. 1963(per tax records)
Style/Plan Type: None/Small House

Integrity: High

Mt. Prospect Baptis€hurch

133 Thomas Dorsey Drive

c. 1940, 2007 ( tax records, church website)
Style/Plan Type: None/Center Steeple
Integrity: High
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202 Thomas Dorsey Drive
. 1912(per tax records)
Style/Plan Type: None/Saddlebag (probably missing center chimney)

Integrity: Medium (because of side addition)

204 Thomas Dorsey Drive
c. 1960(per tax records)
Style/Plan Type: Ranch/Ranch
Integrity: High
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207 Thomas Dorsey Drive
C. 1955 (per tax records)
Style/Plan Type: None/Ranch

Integrity: Low (alterations, poor condition)

210 Thomas Dorsey Drive
c. 1956 (per tax records)
Style/Plan Type: Ranch/Ranch

Integrity: Low (side addition, which compromises the integrity)
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211 Thomas Dorsey Drive

C. 1956 (per tax records) *tax photo
Style/Plan Ype: None/Small House
Integrity: Medium (probably missing porch)

224 Thomas Dorsey Drive

c. 1975 (per tax records) *possibly 192970
Style/Plan Type: None/Store

Integrity: High
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Bethsaida Baptist Church

299 Thomas Dorsey Drive

. 1930 (per taxecords)

Style/Plan Type: None/Central Tower

Integrity: Medium (alterations and additions)

Bethsaida Baptist Church Cemetery
c. late nineteenth to early twentieth centuries

Integrity: High, but in disrepair
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311 Thomas Dorsey Drive
c. 1960 (per taxecords) *tax photo
Style/Plan Type: Ranch/Ranch

Integrity: High

329 Thomas Dorsey Drive

c. 1915 (per tax records)

Style/Plan Type: None/Central Hallway
Integrity: High
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341 Thomas Dorsey Drive
c. 1928 (per tax records)
Style/Plan TypeNone/Bungalow

Integrity: Medium (additions and alterations)

-
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342 Thomas Dorsey Drive
c. 1950 (per tax records)
Style/Plan Type: None/Duplex
Integrity: High
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350 Thomas Dorsey Drive
c. 1950 (per tax records)
Style/Plan Type: Ranch/Ranch

Integrity: High

351 Thomas Dorsey Drive

c. 1950 (per tax records)

Style/Plan Type: None/Small House
Integrity: High
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356 Thomas Dorsey Drive
C. 1947 (per tax records)

Style/Plan Type: Ranch/Ranch
Integrity: High

372 Thomas Dorsey Drive

c. 1887 (per taxecords)
Style/Plan Type: Queen Ann@&able Wing Cottage

Integrity: High
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373 Thomas Dorsey Drive
c. 1952 (per tax records)
Style/Plan Type: None/Bungalow

Integrity: High

400 Thomas Dorsey Drive
c. 1952 (per tax records)
Style/Plan Type: Ranch/Ramc
Integrity: High
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401 Thomas Dorsey Drive
C. 1947 (per tax records)
Style/Plan Type: None/Small House

Integrity: High

407 Thomas Dorsey Drive

C. 1947 (per tax records)

Style/Plan Type: None/Small House
Integrity: Medium (rock fagade)

22



411 Thomas Dorsey Drive
C. 1947 (per tax records)
Style/Plan Type: None/Small House

Integrity: Medium (disrepair)

439 Thomas Dorsey Drive

c. 1950 (per tax records) *tax photo
Style/Plan Type: Ranch/Ranch
Integrity: High
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444 Thomas Dorsey Drive
€. 1958 (per tax records) *tax photo
Style/Plan Type: None/Small House

Integrity: High

447 Thomas Dorsey Drive (1)
c. 1960 (per tax records)

Style/Plan Type: None/Small House
Integrity: High
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